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During a Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) open dump survey

last fall, unrinsed and improperly disposed pesticide containers were
found in an abandoned gravel pit at Starbuck, Minnesota. The MPCA
regional representative has not followed up on the case recently.

The Mayor of Starbuck, Gene Watnaas (612-239-2226), informed the

MPCA that he was "taking care of the problem." Beyond this, the State
Agency does not know what has been done at this site. Since there is

a lack of information on the potential hazards at the site, an inspection
by S & A (from USEPA Region V Office) has been planned. To determine
the extent of the problem, the hazards, the responsible parties, the
solutions, and what has been done to this date, the following data needs

to be ascertained and contacts made:

(1) A1) information found on the "Hazardous Waste Site Inspection
Report Form", especially the following data is needed,

a) site owner
source of containers

c) photos of site
d) numbers of containers remaining on site and label

information on each container (necessary data for
possible FIFRA violations)

e) water and hydrologic data

f) soil characteristics (type and permeability),
examine local well logs for this information.

(2) Location of any nearby lakes, streams, and possible ephemeral
runoff channels.

(3) Soil samples of ground where containers were disposed

(4) Spills or possible contaminated water need sampling

(5) Interview Mayor Gene Watnaas on

a) who originally disposed of the containers at the site
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b} 1if the cbntainers have been removed

i) what they contained
ii)  how they were disposed
i1i) where they were disposed

c) if the containers are still on site, what are the plans
for disposal

d)- what are the City's plans, if any, for determining contamination
extent;

(6) Find out what Farmers Union Co-op's role is in this situation and
whether they were the source of the problem.
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~ - - POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE L DENTIFICATION
\"'IEPA . . PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT TRy TR

PART 2- WASTE INFORMATION
). WASTE STATES, QUANTITIES, AND CHARACTERISTICS

01 PHYSICAL STATES (Check a# thst apply) 02 WASTE QUANTITY AT SITE 03 WASTE CHARACTERISTICS (Check ad that apply)
(Messures of waste quanities
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s> | hpapes A/u/dﬁ.da/ﬁi fredas . Spilled pm o
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I. IDENTIFICATION
- | POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE O
EPA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT A B e e
PART 3- DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS e ]

If. HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS
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01 O C. CONTAMINATION OF AIR 02O OBSERVED(DATE: __- ) ] POTENTIAL O ALLEGED
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POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE

:,EPA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT
PART 3- DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS
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72 Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

August 29, 1984

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Farmers Union Corporation

Situation

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) staff became aware of the potential
for contamination at this location when conducting a Preliminary Assessment on
the Starbuck City Dump (refer to MND980033344).

There allegedly is a past history of mismanagement of agrichemicals by the
previous owners(s). Some of the allegations include spillage on the site as
well as runoff to an adjacent ditch and a nearby wetland.

Under present management, the uncontroiled loss of agrichemicals from the
facility is minimal. The facility has a liquid storage permit with the MPCA and
receives periodic staff inspections.

Inspection Priority Recommendation

The alleged agrichemical mismanagement occurred more than eight years ago. It
is not known what potential hazard(s) may exist, therefore, a low potential
hazard is recorded in Part 1, V of the Preliminary Assessment. The potential
for surface water and ground water contamination exists. A low .inspection
"priority is recorded in Part 1, V, Ol of the Preliminary Assessment. The
Minnesota Health Department will be sampling the municipal water supply sometime
in March. When the results are available, the MPCA will re-evaluate the
inspection priority. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency assistance in
determining the potential and/or existence of contamination is not requested at
this time; this may change, depending upon the municipal water sampling results.

Phone:

1935 West County Road B2, Roseville, Minnesota 55113-2785
Regional Offices ¢ Duiuth/Brainerd/Detroit Lakes/Marshall/Rochester
Equal Opportunity Employer
)






